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THE 175TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MSFS IN INDIA: 1845-2020 

 

“I Want Mission.” was the strong missionary desire of our beloved Founder Fr. Peter Marie 

Mermier. Nothing would stop him from ensuring that this desire would see the light of day. It 

was basically seen in his commitment to Parish Mission Preaching, to strengthen the faith of 

the people, and in his 

desire to spread the faith 

beyond the boundaries of 

the diocese and of his 

country. “My resolve is 

unshakeable, my longings 

are the same. I want 

mission work.” [Fr. 

Mermier’s words to Fr. 

Gaiddon] On 10th May 

1845, when he was offered 

the Province of 

Visakhapatnam, consisting 

of the mission territory of 

entire Central India for evangelization, he did not hesitate nor did he delay in sending six 

confreres, as per the orders of the Cardinal Prefect. The Congregation was very young but he 

was courageous enough to take the decision to send six confreres - Fr. Jacques Martin, Fr. 

Jean Marie Tissot, Fr. Joseph Lovorel, Fr. Jean Thevenet, Bro Pierre Carton and Bro. 

Sulpice Fontanel. They embarked on 5th June and disembarked in Pondicherry on 8th 

September, after 88 days.  This year we joyfully celebrate the 175th Anniversary of the arrival 

of our 6 pioneers to our Motherland. “I Want Mission”; these words had become a concrete 

reality in the fact that missionary work would now begin in a new way.  

 “Unless you assume a God, the question of life’s purpose is meaningless”. [Rick Warren] 

Being a child of God and realizing the purpose of life is very important. As a committed 

missionary Fr. Mermier realized that his purpose of life was far greater than his personal 
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fulfillment and happiness. Rather his purpose of life was what God wanted to do through him. 

To understand one’s purpose of life, one must begin with God. This is very powerfully 

reflected in the life of our Founder, the MSFS pioneers to India and those confreres who later 

on joined the mission.  

On 24th October 2020 Nagpur Province celebrated the 182nd Foundation Day of our 

Congregation as well as the 175th Anniversary of the arrival of the MSFS Pioneers to India. 

The Provincial, Fr. Muthuswamy together with the members of the Nagpur Apostolic 

Community had a thanksgiving Eucharistic celebration. In his homily Fr. Muthuswamy 

highlighted the missionary journey of our pioneers and the sufferings and setbacks they had to 

face. They only looked forward and overcame all the obstacles trusting in the Providence of 

God.  We remembered and acknowledged with fond gratitude the commitment and the legacy 

of our First Missionaries who planted the MSFS seed in India which has grown into a mighty 

tree, consisting of 7 Provinces spread all over India and even ministering in many foreign 

mission lands. After the Eucharist the members had a joyful celebration and enjoyed a 

sumptuous meal. In the morning members of each of the communities of Nagpur Province, as a 

mark of remembrance of our pioneers, planted six saplings. The pioneering and outstanding 

efforts of the six confreres, their generous contribution and work in the newly created 

Vishakhapatnam Vicariate will always will remain as a source of inspiration for us and for the 

future Fransalians. 

We draw inspiration from their trails and sufferings, and the dark moments they faced.  They 

moved ahead boldly amidst all the difficult situations and setbacks they encountered, focusing 

only on God and His Mission. We cherish their successful story as truly committed 

missionaries and we carry on in the same spirit. May they all enjoy being in the presence of 

their Master whom they served without hesitation and with total commitment. 

 

DE SALES INTERNATIONAL FILM AND MEDIA ACADEMY 

On 15th September 2020 the Inauguration and Blessing of De Sales International Film and 

Media Academy was held at DeSIFMA campus, Kodambakkam. Fr. Shaibu  Ezhanikatt, the 

Administrator  of DeSIFMA welcomed the Chief Guest and President  of the  Institute, Very 

Rev. Fr. Dr. Abraham Vetuvellil, the Superior General of the Missionaries of St. Francis de 

Sales. He was gracing the occasion by his virtual presence. He also welcomed and introduced 

Fr. Innaci Muthu, the Provincial of South East India Province. The Director of DeSIFMA Fr. 

Stephen who is also a General Councilor and the General Secretary for Special Apostolates and 

Innovative Ministry was also warmly welcomed. Provincials, confreres and well-wishers from 

various parts of the world, who were rendering their virtual presence and witnessing this 

simple but historical event through a meticulously programmed digital network, were also 

welcomed. 
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Rev. Fr. Innaci Muthu, Chairman of the Provincials of India Forum inaugurated the institution.  

In his inaugural address, on the feast of Our Lady of Compassion, he stated that we need to be 

not only very strong 

people but also very 

compassionate. Therefore 

it is the duty of every 

media person to gain 

strength and to be 

compassionate like 

Mother Mary. Very Rev. 

Fr. Abraham Vetuvellil 

MSFS blessed the 

institution via live   video 

streaming from Rome. 

After the blessing he 

gave a message in which 

he reiterated the need to 

make the best use of the media for proclamation of the Gospel. 

In his talk Fr. Stephen stated that though we are in lock down, we don’t feel left alone because 

of the media. Though physically we keep distance, we reach out to everyone through various 

means of media.  Media has become the most vital organ in the social and personal life of 

people today. After the blessing every one gathered for a fellowship meal in the DeSIFMA 

premises. Confreres, friends, programmers, technicians and well-wishers witnessed the 

historical event. 

DeSIFMA - A Unique Institution  

DeSIFMA is founded on a revolutionary principle: only professionals and experienced 

academicians who proved their worth in the world of media and film should develop a 

curriculum for media studies. Its students are offered opportunities in production of a full-

fledged Feature Film. In the postmodern world, managing   an effective media and film 

academy that grooms students for success is not an easy task. So team DeSIFMA created 

unique pedagogical approaches after a thorough research. The teachers are committed to 

provide custom made training to the students   to enable them to face any challenge.  

DeSIFMA also provides many location based media coaching sessions for the maximum 

benefit of the students.  

Fr. Shaibu MSFS SE Province MSFS  
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FR. FRANCIS MOGET MSFS: 1920 - 2020 

On 14th October 2020 the first Birth Centenary of the great veteran French Missionary, Fr. 

Francis Moget was observed. He was the last of the long list of French missionaries who came 

to India. He spent 58 years 

in India: 1947-2005. As a 

teacher, formator and 

historian of our 

Congregation, he was a 

great inspiration to many 

of us, by his life and 

teachings. His birth 

centenary was an occasion 

for us to remember him 

and express our gratitude 

to God for this gift to the 

MSFS Congregation and 

above all to the Church in 

India. We believe that he is 

now with our Heavenly Father. We praised and thanked God by offering a thanksgiving 

Eucharist which was presided over by Rev. Fr. Philip K. Joseph, the Vicar General of Belgaum 

Diocese.  Confreres of the Belgaum Apostolic Community, other priests and a few guests 

joined in the Eucharistic celebration.  

The introduction was given by the main celebrant and the homily was preached by Fr. Johnson 

on the Gospel of the day. He highlighted some of the vignettes of Fr. Moget, the missionary 

and visionary par excellence. Spontaneous prayers were expressed by the confreres present and 

during the offertory procession all the books written by Fr. Moget were presented. Fr. Austin 

Joy proposed the vote of thanks on behalf of the community. 

After the spiritual banquet all gathered in the garden in front of the bust of Fr. Moget. The bust 

was garlanded and a cake was cut to mark the occasion. Fr. Albert then animated the session 

during which video messages of the Superior General, Asst. Superior General, Provincials of 

Pune and Nagpur Provinces were presented. At the end all partook of a sumptuous meal. At 

4.30 pm a few confreres, the kitchen staff and the community members visited the tomb of Fr. 

Moget and prayed. Being days of the pandemic the celebration was on a small scale, but during 

the centenary year 2020-21 we will incorporate all our activities of the community to 

remember him in a special way. Long live wonderful memories of this great MSFS missionary, 

late Fr. Francis Moget. May he bloom brightly forever in the Heavenly Kingdom of God.  Live 

Jesus and Give Jesus. 

Fr. Johnson Gonsalves MSFS  
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NEWS FROM THE PROVINCE 

 

THE PROVINCIAL CHAPTER - 2020 

The Provincial Chapter is a symbol of fraternal union and a forum of collective discernment 

and accountability for the life and mission of the entire Province. (Const. 234) The whole 

Province will have to be so well prepared that it becomes truly an occasion for a thorough 

evaluation, discovery of greater inner strength and a joint attempt to find ways and means to 

make the spiritual life and mission of the Province more vibrant and effective. It is obligatory 

on the part of all members to participate wholeheartedly in the preparation of the Chapter. 

(Const. 235)  I would like to urge all the communities to pray for the success of the Chapter 

during the regular spiritual devotional exercises. It is a sacred event through which we draw 

inner strength to make the mission of Jesus more vibrant and people-oriented. 

POSTPONEMENT OF PROVINCIAL CHAPTER: 

The scheduled Provincial Chapter to be held from 12th – 16th November 2020 has been 

postponed to 28th December 2020 due to the precarious prevailing situation on account of the 

Pandemic Covid-19. Let us pray fervently so that the situation may improve and we will be 

able to have the Provincial Chapter on the proposed new date. 

DELEGATES FOR THE PROVINCIAL CHAPTER: 

The participants of the Provincial Chapter are comprised of ex-officio members and elected 

delegates with the right to vote. (Const. 237) The requisite delegates were elected in two 

rounds of E-voting. I would like to thank all those who took part in the electoral process and 

responded enthusiastically to the E-voting process. I place on record my sincere thanks to the 

General Administration which helped us to have a smooth election. A special word of 

appreciation especially to Fr. J. Stephen, the General Councillor for SAIM. He took a lot of 

interest to undertake such an important and sacred exercise. I also sincerely thank Fr. Patras 

Tirkey, Fr. William Anthony   and Fr. Manu   Joseph for overseeing the election process. 

Thank you all very much once again for your kind co-operation.  

DELEGATES FOR THE PROVINCIAL CHAPTER – 2020: 

No Names                       No Names  

1 Anthony Amaladoss 22 Domy Vallomkunnel 

2 Benedict De Souza            23 Anil George  

3 George Kurickal            24 Joseph Kailamangalam 

4 Henry Nedumkallel            25 Saiju Vettukallel  

5 Lalit Tigga                       26      Rijo Mechery  

6 Michael Raj                        27      Bijay Kerketta  
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7 Muthuswamy J. B.             28      Henry Peter  

8 Patras Tirkey            29 Anand Kullu  

9 Paul Varambinakam          30 Cyprian Dung Dung  

10 Sandeep Tirkey            31 Emile Tirkey  

11 William Antony            32 Sanjay Lakra  

12 Bosco P.                        33 Aajo Therully 

13 Joseph Pullopillil             34 Bro. Joseph Gollapudi (Theologians’ Rep.)  

14 Melroy Almeida             35      Bro. Anup Pillai (Philosophers’ Rep.) 

15 Emmanuel V.   

16 Amal Raju B    

17 Manoj Tirkey    

18 Ignathi Kshirsagar    

19 Lazarus Soreng    

20 Sylbester Xalxo    

21 Marcus Ruptake    

 

ANNUAL RETREAT - 2020 

From Wednesday, 11th November to Monday, 16th November 2020, the members of the 

Nagpur Province will be having their annual maiden online retreat. The annual retreat is an 

obligatory spiritual exercise for all the members. It refreshes, revitalizes and provides us an 

opportunity to spend more time in prayer and reflection. Every retreat rekindles and deepens 

our relationship with God. It provides us quality time to listen to the voice of God in the silence 

of our heart and experience His abiding presence; thus we are spiritually renewed. Those 

members of the Province who cannot take part in the retreat need to get permission from the 

Provincial. Local Superiors are encouraged to make necessary arrangements to make this 

sacred exercise one of personal and community renewal. Local Superiors are duty bound to 

inform the Provincial if any of their community members are not able to take part in the retreat. 

The retreat will be animated by Fr. Errol Fernandez SJ from Mumbai. He is a professor and a 

renowned retreat preacher. All the talks and the Eucharist will be on Zoom. Preferably have 
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them in your respective chapels or common hall so that all can participate as a community. All 

the Local Superiors are requested to be in touch with the preacher through email or WhatsApp. 

 

RETREAT TIME-TABLE 

        Wednesday, 11th November 

        7.00 pm – Introductory Talk 

Thursday, 12th - 15th November 

06.00 am: Rising 

06.30 am: Morning Prayer 

09:30 am: Talk 

11.30 am: Eucharist 

01.00 pm: Lunch 

03.30 pm: Talk 

04.30 pm: Tea 

07.00 pm: Holy Hour 

08.00 pm: Dinner 

09.00 pm: Night Prayers 

 

Monday, 16th November 

06.00 am: Rising 

06.30 am: Morning Prayer 

09:30 am: Talk 

11.30 am: Eucharist 

01.00 pm: Lunch. Retreat Ends.  

I wish all of you a fruitful time with the Lord. May you be inspired, renewed and strengthened 

to carry on with more zeal and dedication the mission of the Lord. 
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ALL INDIA FR. PETER MERMIER INTER-PROVINCE DEBATE COMPETITION: 

2020 

 “We shall steer safely through every storm, so long as our heart is right, our intention fervent, 

our courage steadfast and our trust fixed on God.” [SFS] 

                                                                                               

On 30th September, 2020 St. Francis de Sales Sr. Sec. School, Janakpuri, New Delhi hosted 

the All-India Inter-Province 

Fr. Peter Mermier Debate 

Competition, to 

commemorate the death 

anniversary of Fr. Peter 

Mermier, the Founder of the 

Congregation of the 

Missionaries of St. Francis de 

Sales. 

 

Due to the unprecedented 

times, the Management 

decided to conduct the debate 

competition online and to 

extend this prestigious 

platform to our Fransalian 

fraternity all over India. The response was overwhelming from schools of the seven MSFS 

Provinces in India - Dibrugarh, Guwahati, Nagpur, Pune, South-East, South-West and 

Vishakhapatnam. The Fransalian Fraternity, from the pristine heights of the North to the serene 

glory of the South, a microcosm of the unity and diversity our country is known for, gathered 

on one platform to debate and deliberate on one of the most pressing issues of the world - 

Covid Times: Pathways not Perilous. 

 

Over 40 students sent their well-argued debates through videos. Fourteen finalists were 

selected to present their views on the perils and insurmountable challenges of the pandemic and 

the conquest of the same with unfettered willpower and creativity. The finalists got together to 

put up and answer interjections with great aplomb. The competition was judged by eminent 

persons from diverse backgrounds and places. The competition provided an opportunity for the 

budding speakers to unleash their critical thinking and analytical prowess. 

 

The wholehearted cooperation, diligence and meticulous planning of the Management, Staff 

and Students of SFS Delhi and the unstinted support of the Provincial Councilors, Teachers 

and Students of all the MSFS participating schools, helped in making this endeavour a success. 

 

Ms Sabita Mahanand  
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CHRIST JESUS MADE ME HIS OWN 

On 30th September 2020, Founder’s Day, eight brothers of the Fransalian Family belonging 

to four different Provinces made their Final Commitment to the Lord. Bro. Anoop, Bro. 

Kalyan and Bro. Santosh of Nagpur Province were a part of the group. The theme was 

“Christ Jesus made me His own.” [Phil. 3/12] Due to the prevailing pandemic of COVID-19, 

the liturgy of the Perpetual Profession was held in Oriens Theological College, Shillong. The 

Holy Eucharistic 

celebration commenced 

at 10.00 am with a 

solemn procession. 

Rev. Fr. Sabu Francis, 

Provincial of Guwahati 

Province presided over 

the Holy Mass. He 

cordially invited all 

present to unite our 

hearts in thanking God 

for choosing and calling 

eight brothers to serve 

Him in the Fransalian 

Family. In his homily he highlighted about the importance of Perpetual Vows: the rights and 

obligations connected to the vows and the ways to live it.  

It was for the first time that such a liturgy of Perpetual Profession of Religious Brothers was 

held in Oriens Theological College. All the students studying here were happy to witness such 

a wonderful liturgical service. During the profession ceremony the eight brothers expressed 

their willingness to commit their entire life to God. As a sign of their unconditional surrender 

to God the candidates prostrated themselves before the altar while the choir of younger 

brothers sang the Litany of the Saints, interceding for God’s blessings especially on the eight 

brothers.  As a sign of acceptance into the Fransalian Family, Rev. Fr. Sabu Francis extended 

greetings of peace, gave each of them the Congregational Cross and a warm embrace. Soon 

after the Eucharistic celebration the brothers were felicitated with joyful songs followed by a 

festal meal. To mark the memory of our perpetual profession we planted a tree in the college 

compound. In the evening a cultural program organized by the Oriens Community to felicitate 

the finally professed brothers.  

Bro. Anoop Francis MSFS 
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I SURRENDER ALL 

On 14th September 2020, during the celebration of the Holy Eucharist in St. Theresa’s Church, 

Bro. Aneesh Devassykutty made his Perpetual Profession.  Bro. Dimitri Delmas also renewed 

his commitment to the 

Lord. On this happy 

occasion the Holy 

Eucharist was presided 

over by Fr. Jean-Yves Le 

Tué, Provincial of 

Franco-Swiss Province. 

Fr. Yves Carron, the 

Assistant Superior 

General and 30 priests 

were the concelebrants. 

Due to restrictions on 

account of Covid-19 the 

number of guests 

permitted was only 45. 

This exuberant ceremony was followed by a festive meal in the community. 

Bro. Aneesh Devassykutty MSFS 

 

HISTORY OF NAGPUR PROVINCE - A NEW PROJECT 

The committee appointed to write a comprehensive history of Nagpur Province since 1996 had 

a Google Meet on 31st October 2020. The purpose was to discuss the broad outline for the 

project and to clarify any doubts. Centres have been allotted to different members. They are 

expected to do a lot of research and collect the material from authentic sources to write an 

authentic history of all our centres. I encourage all the members of the Province to kindly 

extend every possible help to the team so that they will have access to all possible historical 

data about our centres. Many, especially the senior members, have been associated with 

different centres and institutions at different times and at different stages of their progress. So I 

strongly urge you to share whatever information you have about our centres with the members 

of the committee who has been appointed to write the history of different centres.  

Kindly take note of the Committee Members:  

Chief Editor: Fr. Alphonse Arockiaswamy 

Literary Editor: Fr. P.M. Joseph 

Contributory Editors: 

1) Fr. P.M. Joseph - Badnera, Khamgaon, Bhusawal and Karanji 
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2)  Fr. Melroy Almeida - St. John’s High School, St. John Public School, Mermier Sadan, 

Provincialate, S.F.S. School and Holy Family Church, Nimkheda. 

 3)  Fr. George Kurickal - SFS Church, Panderpalli; Divya Jyoti Ashram, Latapara; St. 

Peter’s Church, Raidhi; St. Joseph’s Church, Ambapani; SFS School and Hostel, Bambra; 

Catholic Church, Darkona; Bano Mission. 

4)  Fr. Manoj Tirkey – FTI; Fransalian School of Excellence, St. John’s Church, Cidco, Deep 

Community Centre;  St. Mary’s Church and St. Mary’s School, Jalna; SFS Church and GMVV, 

Nanded; St Mary’s School, Kinwat; Mission Centre, Himmayat Nagar. 

5)  Fr. Anthony Amaldoss - SFS School and SFS Church, Janakpuri; SFS School, Jhajhar; 

SFS School and Holy Redeemer Church, Neemuch; Dhyan Ashram, Varanasi. 

 6)  Fr. Joseph Kailamangalam – Church and School, Kandore; Church and School, Bada 

Durgapur; Church and School, Sini; SFS School, Seraikela; Prakashbhavan, Manarkad; St. 

James’  Church, Kularaynpalyam. 

 7)  Fr. Yobu Melkie Sadek – All our centres of Mozambique. 

8) Fr. Robin Parapuram – All our centres in Germany 

 

OUR SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS TO 

Fr. Nobit Baby MSFS who secured distinction in Masters of Education 

 

DEPARTURE FROM THE CONGREGATION 
 

Bro. Amal John J, a 3rd year Philosopher has left the Congregation. We wish him best of luck 

for his future. 
 

PRAY FOR THE SOULS OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

• Mr. Antonswamy ,70 years, father of Fr. Nayahaseelan msfs, who expired on 16/9/2020 

• Fr. Julian Kodigandala msfs 57 years, of Vizag Province, who expired on 09/10/2020 

• Mrs. Valencia, elder sister of Fr. Agnelo Fernades msfs, who expired on 11/10/2020  

• Fr. Pakki Das msfs 62 years, of Vizag Province,   who expired on 17/10/2020  

• Ms. Aimee Carron, Mother of Fr. Yves Carron msfs, who expired on 30/10/2020 

• Fr. Paul Ernest Vullioud msfs 95 years, of Franco Swiss Province, who expired on 

04/11/2020 

I request all those who have not fulfilled the suffrages to do the same at the earliest 

(Constitution No. 118; General Directory No. 98). 
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SALESIAN THOUGHT 

“Love is the soul of your life. To love is the law of our being. The quality of 

our life depends on the quantity of our love” 

 

 

Yours Fraternally in Christ, 

 

Fr. John Britto Muthuswamy MSFS 

Provincial Superior  


